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Enriching the Lives of Orangutans 
Among the most endangered of the great apes, orangutans now live only in the forests of the Southeastern 
Asian islands of Sumatra and Borneo. Orangutan means “people of the forest”, and these tree dwellers are 
highly intelligent, playful and engaging. They are also facing extinction. 

For orangutans in the wild, extinction is a real and constant threat. 

Wild orangutans spend almost all of their lives high up in the trees. Tragically their forest homes are being cut 
down or burned at an alarming rate to make way for the planting of oil palms. According to a recent article in 
The Guardian, “the Sumatran rainforest could disappear in 20 years.” Every day acres and acres of rainforest – 
the orangutan’s natural habitat – is lost due to deforestation, and brings orangutans closer to extinction.

It’s clear that we need to do more to protect orangutans from extinction. That’s why your Toronto Zoo is 
embarking on a bold new initiative that will mean a brighter future for orangutans here at the Toronto Zoo, and 
connect Zoo guests to the issues facing orangutans in the Sumatran rainforest.

A new home at the Zoo

Our beloved Sumatran orangutan Puppe, who has been at the Toronto Zoo since it opened in 
1974, celebrated her 53rd birthday in 2020. Back in 1974 our orangutan exhibit was state-of-the-
art, but now – with all we have learned over the decades about these critically endangered 
animals, their lifestyle and their habits – we know it’s time for Puppe and her five orangutan 
companions to reach higher, travel farther, and experience the sunshine, breezes, sights and 
sounds of outdoors. 

With your help we will build a new outdoor habitat, with climbing structures, hills, streams and 
towers. At three times the size of their current indoor space, the new habitat will be designed to 
stimulate their physical, social and intellectual needs, and enrich their daily lives. Our orangutans 
will be able to climb high and feel the breeze on their faces as they look out over the treetops of 
the Rouge Valley.
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A more sustainable life in the wild

Integrated into the new orangutan habitat will be a research station where animal behavioural scientists can 
study these majestic tree dwellers. What we learn here will be shared globally to help restore the Sumatran 
orangutan population. 

Our new habitat will provide educational opportunities to learn more about the factors impeding orangutan 
survival, and the positive actions each and every guest can take to fight extinction of these critically 
endangered animals. 

And we will continue to support organizations on the ground that work to restore damaged ecosystems and 
protect the forest habitat so vital for orangutan survival. 

The cost of the new orangutan habitat is $9.9 million.

•  This is the cost to enrich the daily lives of the
orangutans in our care - to nourish their overall
health and well-being as they experience an
enhanced aboreal lifestyle outdoors.

•  This is the cost of improving our zoo guest
experience so that we can connect people to the
dire situation these critically endangered animals
face in the wild, and empower them to help us in
the fight against extinction.

We are already receiving support for the project, but there is still much to be done. The City of Toronto has 
committed $4.7 million to the orangutan habitat, and dedicated supporters have already provided $2.1 
million. We need to raise the additional $3.1 million to make this project a reality.

We are looking to partner with visionary individuals, foundations and corporations that care deeply about the 
welfare of the animals with which we share our planet. We invite you to take part in this unique opportunity 
to support a premier project that will enrich and inspire; that will demonstrate your commitment to the well-
being of the orangutans in our care, and the survival of orangutans in the wild.
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